
The Trial of Tom Robinson – Use the following chart to record notes about and your reactions to the witness testimonies in Tom Robinson’s trial
	Witness
	Key Points of Testimony
	Reaction-What makes you think they are/are not reliable?  How do you feel about the witness?  What did you learn about this person, who they are and where they come from?  Etc.
	Which piece of their testimony do you think made the biggest impact on the jury and audience?  (Keep setting and social climate in mind.)

	Heck Tate


	-called to Ewell house by Bob
-doctor wasn’t called

-Mayella was beat up and on the floor

-black right eye; finger marks on neck


	-unreliable b/c info comes from Mr. Ewell; stuttering/unsure
-he is reliable because he is recalling what he saw (bruises) and he’s the sheriff
	-confusion – bruises/not calling doctor *she did not receive medical attention
-marks are on Mayella

	Bob Ewell


	-said he saw Tom sexually assaulting Mayella
-doctor wasn’t needed/too expensive
	-rude/unreliable
-doesn’t have a “filter” w/ language

-stopped mid-story as if to think about what to say

-drinks a lot

-kept talking about seeing Tom but didn’t go inside right away
	-saw Tom run away
-uses n-word to “remind” jury of Tom’s “blackness”

-left-handed (writes his name)

	Mayella Ewell


	-Tom came in the house; she offered to pay him to cut the chiffarobe; he attacked her/raped her
-talked about her family
	-reliable because she is the most respectable (tin the jury’s eyes)
-reliable because it happened to her BUT unreliable b/c it seems like dad is telling her what to say; relieved that she remembered her made-up story; Atticus made her jumpy; says she was going to pay Tom, but they are poor!

-defensive
	-Mayella was crying—empathy
-Mayella’s screaming rant at Atticus! (at the end of her testimony)

	Tom Robinson


	
	
	


