Web Quest – The Iranian Revolution of 1979 & the Revolutionary Guard

Partners:  _______________________________________________________________________

PART I:  THE 1979 REVOLUTION

1.  Who was the leader of Iran at the time of the Revolution? ______________________________________
2.  Why were many working-class and rural communities of people unhappy with the way the government was changing? List three reasons from the reading. (hints: faith, poor, foreign)
1. ________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

3.  What are some of the ways the Shah tried to "westernize" Iran? List three. (hints: judicial, industrial)
1. ________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
4.  skip
5.  Who was the leader of the revolutionary movement?  (Fill in the blank).


Ayatollah ___________________________________________

6.  In what year was the Shah forced to leave Iran? ______________
PART II:  PANIC ON THE STREETS OF TEHRAN

1.  After the Shah left Iran, who was in charge? _________________________________________________

2.  What was the atmosphere on the streets after the Shah was exiled?  List a few adjectives that describe the mood of the people and their reactions.  How would you describe the crowds in the video?

Mood: __________________________________________________________________________________

Crowds in video: __________________________________________________________________________

3.  There were many different factions in Iran that did not agree with each other and threatened to derail the process of creating an Islamic Republic.  What did Khomeini create to protect the ideals of the revolution? (Fill in the blanks – two words).

The    ______________________________         _____________________________   Guard Corps.

(switch partners if you haven’t already!)
PART III:  THE REVOLUTIONARY GUARD

1.  Why did Khomeini create the Revolutionary Guard?

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

_____ 2.  How has the Guard changed since its creation?

a. The Guard now has investments in different Iranian companies.

b. The Guard has members in the Iranian parliament.

c. The Guard has split into the Revolutionary Guard and the Basij, a larger, more informal militia.

d. All of the above.


3.  How much power does the Guard have in modern Iran?  How does Mr. Sazegara describe their influence over the government and everyday life in Iran?  Summarize his opinion. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  What are conditions like in the prison run by the Guard and the Iranian intelligence agency?   Summarize Mr. Sazegara’s description in a sentence or two.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5.  How many members does the Revolutionary Guard have? ____________________________ soldiers

6.  Using the article at the next link, name three different ways the Revolutionary Guard and the government have created laws that govern how people can act in public or express themselves (fashion, make-up, hairstyles, music, or art).

1. ________________________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________

Any other facts you learned while WebQuest-ing??

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Make a prediction: How do you think all of this history might relate to the book we will read next? Remember, it is a graphic novel told in the point of view by a ten-year-old girl. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
