Narrative Autobiography Unit Overview
Essential Question
How does a writer effectively communicate a real experience?

Learning Goals
1. Understand how to effectively select memories and life experiences for writing

2. Understand the literary value of non-fiction and memoir
3. Understand how motifs and thematic patterns convey meaning in writing

4. Know structural models for writing personal narratives
Unit Requirements
Narrative Autobiography Samples

· Beginnings

· First Love

· Obsessions

· Journeys

· Heroes

· A Sense of Place

· A Lesson

· Confessions
· Endings

1. Read the model essays from four of the narrative folders.

· By the end of the unit, please write two responses to your favorite samples.

· Identify the writer’s craft (techniques the author uses to convey ideas) and describe why this essay is effective in reaching you, the reader.

· Do not forget to include the title, author and genre (Beginnings, Heroes, etc.).

(10 points for each response)
2. Model four of your own essays in the thematic style of these narratives. You must do a Beginnings or Endings as one of your four.
(20 points for each essay using the Narrative Writing Rubric)
All of your narrative essays are due by XXX (snow days messed this up)—regardless of weather changes to our schedule. 
Essays will be graded on a rolling admission basis when you have received feedback and revisited your essay however much you see fit—I will let you know if I feel you should stop working on an essay if it starts to consume all of your time.
