Musical Interpretation of Characterization


  Student Name __________________________  

Title of Book _____________________________________
Author ________________________________

Choose four characters from your book and determine their theme songs! In other words, find a song (with or without lyrics) that CLEARLY reflects or reveals the character. If you are so inclined, you may write your own song(s) and perform them for me—or provide a recording if you prefer.

For each song, print the lyrics and highlight or take notes on them to aid your analysis. These lyrics will be attached to your written responses so that I can see each song in its entirety. With that in mind, be sure the song is appropriate!

Written Response – 4 paragraphs 

*If you would like to add an intro and conclusion, you may, but this is not required.
Write four well-developed and supported paragraphs explaining how each of the songs reflects each character. In your explanations, be sure to describe the ways in which the lyrics of the song (or the nature of the music) reflect the character. Refer to specific lines to support your examples/claims. If the song does not contain lyrics (and even if it does!) refer to the way the music sounds/feels to enhance your response.
Possible Formats:

1. 
Rubric

All written responses

  
All lyrics

2.
Rubric

Response 1


Lyrics


Response 2


Lyrics


Response 3


Lyrics


Response 4


Lyrics
If you choose to create your own music, your paragraphs will reflect your own choices rather than someone else’s. Based on the intricacy of the piece, we can discuss whether you would like to analyze a combination of other artists’ lyrics and your own work, create four different pieces or develop one long piece which reflects four different characters. Regardless of your choice, you will need to explain in four paragraphs how four characters are reflected through the music.
