Psychology in Literature

“My Oedipus Complex” by Frank O’Connor

Take notes on the various issues below.  For each “TQ,” provide a firmly-worded,  one-sentence “TA” which incorporates the words of the question.

Part I:  P.O.V.

The point-of-view an author employs provides an important window into the story.  As you know, the usual choices are first- or third-person.  “My Oedipus Complex” is told in the first-person, through the eyes of Larry.  Rather than simply giving the reader a child’s eye view, however, Frank O’Connor blends an adult vocabulary with a child’s level perception of events.

In a bulleted list, present 4 quoted examples from the story where Larry’s vocabulary clashes with the immaturity of his insight:

TQ:  What effect does the blending of child-like understanding with sophisticated vocabulary create in Frank O’Connor’s “My Oedipus Complex?”

TA:  

Part II:  Character

The people in O’Connor’s story are simply drawn, their relationships quickly established.  FOILS are characters who highlight each other by contrast—opposites with fundamental similarities.  Can you locate any such pairs in “My Oedipus Complex?”  Note their differences and similarities below:

	Characters
	Similarities                                                                 Differences

	
	


TQ:  What do the similarities and differences between these characters suggest?

TA: 
Part III:  Conflict

Find evidence for Larry’s resolution of his Oedipal conflict (all the steps may not be represented)

Repression of feelings for the mother . . .

Identification with the father. . . 

Displacement of Oedipal urges onto a socially appropriate member of the opposite sex…
Part IV:  Mood

Mood is the emotional tone of the story.  What mood dominates “My Oedipus Complex?”   In a bulleted list, show 3-4 places where O’Connor establishes mood in the story.

TQ:  What does his choice of mood in “My Oedipus Complex” reveal about O’Connor’s feelings about Freud’s theory?

TA: 

