Psychology in Literature: Mental Health Project
During the fourth quarter, we will examine more contemporary—and more ‘relevant’ issues in psychology such as the treatment of the mentally ill and various disorders which present compelling social problems.  

I’d like you, by yourself or with one partner, to research an assigned topic, gather information and present your findings in a short lecture to the class.  You will take responsibility for learning about the topic and choosing what is important to reveal about it.  Since any profitable investigation begins with questions, your first step should be to brainstorm a list of things you know and a list of things you would like to know about the topic.

There will be three products for this assignment.

1) A PowerPoint or other visually aided presentation and lecture of about ten minutes on your topic. (group)

2) An annotated bibliography of sources consulted in your research. (individual)

3) A set of test questions about the material covered in your lecture. (group)

Timeline

Wednesday 4/22 


Introduce project, establish groups, choose topics and 
brainstorm preliminary questions.
Friday 4/24, Tuesday 4/28 
Computer Lab
Thursday 4/30, Monday 5/4

Wednesday 5/6, Friday 5/8
Presentations
**Film Essay due 5/14 – can utilize your disorder; may help to do this simultaneously with your research; can wait until you learn about another health struggle from the presentations
TOPICS

Schizophrenia – can have 2 pairs work on this 

Suicide as Mental Illness (focus on prevention?)
if you consider multiple diagnoses of schizophrenia

Manic Depression/Bipolar Disorder (BPD)

Generalized Anxiety Disorder

-can work with a pair who tackles 

Persistent Depressive Disorder



Eating Disorders

Obsessive Compulsive Disorder (OCD)


Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)

Post-Traumatic Stress (PTS; formally called PTSD)

Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD)

Borderline Personality Disorder 



Treatment and Outreach??
Narcissistic Personality Disorder (NPD)


Antisocial Personality Disorder (assoc. with murderers)
