Psychology in Literature



Name: ____________________________________
Movie Analysis Assignment

Your Task

Over the next three weeks, you will view a movie of your choice and analyze its portrayal of mental illness or a similar psychological concept (which you will need approved if it is not mental illness). I will also consider TV shows if your reasoning is legitimate. Your analysis should encompass topics we have discussed in class, as well as those of interest to you, which may include additional research on a given subject. If you choose an essay or letter format, you should end up with two to three pages of analysis.
*You will also need to attach a BRIEF plot summary to your final product—do not copy and paste from the Internet.

*Once you choose your movie, BLOG your movie title on the Psych Assignments page. I don’t mind if you work in partners, but I do not want repeats of movies.

Demonstrating Your Learning
Through whichever medium you choose, you will address the film’s status as perpetuating or combatting stigma in mental illness. You will also convey whether or not the film gives an accurate depiction of the concepts featured in the film (for example, does a character with schizophrenia fit the profile of a typical patient with schizophrenia or is the condition fantasized/embellished/inconsistent to the symptoms, etc.).
Option One

Write a letter to the director, critiquing his or her portrayal of mental illness. Include specific choices he or she made in creating the film and the effect these choices have on perpetuating or combatting the stigma of mental illness. Be sure your voice comes through to your reader; however, be sure you use academic language.
Option Two

Write a standard essay analyzing the movie’s portrayal of mental illness. Include specific choices the director made in creating the film and the effect these choices have on perpetuating or combatting the stigma of mental illness.

Option Three
Create a Prezi, Power Point or other technologically-created presentation that takes your audience through your analysis. Include specific aspects of the film and how these aspects perpetuate or combat the stigma of mental illness.

Option Four
Create a product that does not fit options one through three but that you feel meets the expectations outlined in the Task and Demonstrating Your Learning sections of this assignment sheet. If choosing this option, your product idea must be approved by me in advance—preferably before April vacation.

All projects will be assessed using the CRHS Quality Work Rubric and are eligible for a competency. If you work with a partner, you will be eligible for Collaboration and Cooperation competencies.
Please get written parental consent if you are under 18 and choose to analyze an R-rated movie!

Quality Work Rubric

Students will demonstrate the ability to produce quality work.

	
	Distinguished
	Proficient
	Developing
	Unacceptable

	Expectations
	Exceeded objectives, expectations, and requirements
	Met objectives, expectations, and requirements
	Met some but not all objectives, expectations and requirements
	Did not meet objectives, expectations and requirements

	Knowledge and skills
	Superior application of knowledge and skills
	Appropriate application of knowledge and skills
	Limited application of knowledge and skills
	Did not apply knowledge and skills

	Understanding
	Precise, in-depth understanding of material
	Sufficient understanding with some depth and substance
	Limited understanding of material
	Inaccurate understanding of material

	Quality
	Work is of exceptional quality
	Work is clear, well-organized, focused, neat, well-documented
	Work has some deficiencies in quality
	Work is of poor quality




Please get written parental consent if you are under 18 and choose to analyze an R-rated movie!

The following are ideas of movies. Be mindful that some are rated R and are VERY intense!!!

The Silence of the Lambs

Shutter Island

Black Swan

Fight Club

Girl, Interrupted

Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind

Sybil

12 Angry Men

I am Sam

Matchstick Men

The Quiet Room

The Snake Pit

The Aviator

The Bad Seed

Behind the Lines

Bowling for Columbine?

A Clockwork Orange

Crash

Donnie Darko

Fatal Attraction

Kiss the Girls

Life as a House

Seven

Memento

Pi

Psycho

Rain Man

Requiem for a Dream

Sophie’s Choice

Spider

Psych in Lit Movie Analysis


Name: ___________________________________
Checklist and Rubric

*HAND THIS SHEET IN WITH YOUR FINAL PRODUCT!
NO RUBRIC = -5 POINTS!

Checklist

Complete before turning in your final product.

· I include a brief summary of the film or TV series/shows in my final product.
· I address the film’s status as perpetuating or combatting stigma in mental illness. 
· My product clearly conveys whether or not the film gives an accurate depiction of the psychological concepts it features.
· Specific examples from the film and from my coursework and research are incorporated throughout my analysis.
· I explore my examples and comment on how they prove the “bigger picture” of my analysis.

Quality Work Rubric

Students will demonstrate the ability to produce quality work.

	
	Distinguished
	Proficient
	Developing
	Unacceptable

	Expectations
	Exceeded objectives, expectations, and requirements
	Met objectives, expectations, and requirements
	Met some but not all objectives, expectations and requirements
	Did not meet objectives, expectations and requirements

	Knowledge and skills
	Superior application of knowledge and skills
	Appropriate application of knowledge and skills
	Limited application of knowledge and skills
	Did not apply knowledge and skills

	Understanding
	Precise, in-depth understanding of material
	Sufficient understanding with some depth and substance
	Limited understanding of material
	Inaccurate understanding of material

	Quality
	Work is of exceptional quality
	Work is clear, well-organized, focused, neat, well-documented
	Work has some deficiencies in quality
	Work is of poor quality




