Psychology in Literature
DUE May 14, 2015
Name: ____________________________________
Movie Analysis Assignment

Your Task

Over the next 3 weeks, you will view a movie of your choice and analyze its portrayal of mental illness or a similar psychological concept (which you will need approved if it is not mental illness). I will also consider a TV show series if your reasoning is legitimate and you are considering multiple episodes. Your analysis can encompass topics we have discussed in class, as well as those of interest to you, which may include additional research on a given subject. 
*You will also need to attach a BRIEF plot summary to your final product—do not copy and paste from the Internet. Any plagiarism of the summary will result in a ZERO for the ENTIRE PAPER. Also, write your own paper, please: I AM AN EXCELLENT GOOGLER…DO NOT USE THE INTERNET IN PLACE OF DEVELOPING YOUR OWN ANALYSIS!

In a two- to three-page paper, you will address the film’s status as perpetuating or combatting stigma in mental illness. Include specific choices the director makes in creating the film and the effect these choices have on perpetuating or combatting the stigma of mental illness. You will also convey whether or not the film gives an accurate depiction of the concepts featured in the film (for example, does a character with schizophrenia fit the profile of a typical patient with schizophrenia or is the condition fantasized/embellished/inconsistent to the symptoms?). 
You MUST get written parental consent if you are under 18 and choose to analyze an R-rated movie or I WILL NOT grade your project, and you will receive a zero!
The following are ideas of movies. Be mindful that some are rated R and are VERY intense!!!
The Silence of the Lambs

Shutter Island

Black Swan

Fight Club

Girl, Interrupted

Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind

Sybil

12 Angry Men

I am Sam

Matchstick Men

The Quiet Room

The Snake Pit

The Aviator

The Bad Seed

Behind the Lines

Crash

Donnie Darko

Fatal Attraction

Kiss the Girls

Life as a House

Seven

Memento

Pi

Psycho

Rain Man

Requiem for a Dream

Sophie’s Choice

Spider
Silver Linings Playbook

Rubric is on the back of this sheet; NO RUBRIC = -5 POINTS FROM FINAL PERCENTAGE GRADE
Checklist

Complete before turning in your final product.
· I include a brief summary of the film or TV series/shows in my final product.

· I address the film’s status as perpetuating or combatting stigma in mental illness.
· My product clearly conveys whether or not the film gives an accurate depiction of the psychological concepts it features.

· Specific examples from the film and from my coursework and research are incorporated throughout my analysis.

· I explore my examples and comment on how they prove the “bigger picture” of my analysis.

