Written and Oral Communication Rubric

Students will demonstrate the ability to communicate effectively for a variety of purposes and audiences.

	
	Distinguished
	Proficient
	Developing
	Unacceptable

	Content/ideas
	Sophisticated, insightful
	Clear and thoughtful
	Simplistic, uneven in quality, irrelevant
	Absent or ineffective

	Support and evidence
	Comprehensive, accurate, sustained throughout
	Well-developed and accurate, follows a clear plan
	Inconsistent, insufficient
	Vague, missing, or inaccurate

	Audience and purpose
	Sophisticated sense of audience and purpose 
	Clear sense of audience and purpose
	Limited sense of audience and purpose
	Missing or inappropriate sense of audience and purpose

	Introduction
	Thesis and context are clear and compelling
	Thesis and context are clear and provide direction 
	Thesis and/or context is simplistic or unclear
	Thesis and/or context is absent or ineffective

	Topic sentences/ statements
	Clearly related to thesis, comprehensive, incorporate effective transitions
	Clearly related to thesis, incorporate functional transitions
	Relation to thesis is unclear or inconsistent
	Absent or unrelated to thesis

	Conclusion
	Conclusion extends, connects, comments on thesis
	Purposeful and perceptive
	Summarizes previously stated information
	Absent, incomplete, or unfocused

	Mechanics
	Essentially error-free
	Errors do not interfere with meaning
	Errors are careless, distracting, or abundant
	Errors block meaning

	

	

	Documentation follows MLA format (research-based assignment only).

	Bibliography
	Complete and correct 
	Complete with few errors 
	Incomplete, significant errors 
	Absent

	Parenthetical notation
	Complete and correct 
	Complete with few errors 
	Incomplete, significant errors 
	Absent

	

	

	Presentation is delivered effectively (oral presentations only).

	Delivery
	Engaging, audible, articulate; demonstrates confidence and poise 
	Generally clear and audible; few vocal distractions; good eye contact
	Sometimes unclear; poor eye contact; some distracting vocal habits
	Difficult to follow, little or no eye contact, frequent vocal distractions

	Visual aids
	Enhance presentation
	Support presentation
	Ineffective or distracting
	Absent or irrelevant


Access/Process Information Rubric

Students will demonstrate the ability to access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically across content areas and from a variety of sources and technologies.

(This rubric is intended to be used with a research-based assignment that includes Internet research.)

	
	Distinguished
	Proficient
	Developing
	Unacceptable

	Questions and sources
	Identified sophisticated questions and determined possible sources needed to answer those questions
	Identified meaningful questions and determined possible sources needed to answer those questions
	Identified basic questions and sources needed to answer those questions 
	Did not identify information needed 

	Accessing of information
	Located and obtained with facility information from a wide variety of credible sources and technologies
	Located and competently obtained information from several credible sources

 
	Located and obtained minimal information from limited sources


	Did not locate and obtain information from appropriate sources



	Support
	Identified and incorporated both essential and elaborative information
	Identified and incorporated essential information
	Identified and incorporated some essential information; may have included some extraneous material
	Failed to identify and incorporate essential information

	Ethical use of technology
	
	Demonstrated responsible, legal and ethical use of resources and technology
	
	Did not demonstrate responsible, legal, and ethical uses of resources and technology


