College Writing - Suchy
Research Paper Assignment

Your next essay will be a formal research paper on a topic of your choice. I compiled a list of model assignments based on the various examples from your prospective universities. Peruse the assignments to see which style may suit your purpose; some of you will choose a topic then a style while others may choose a style then a topic. Whatever your topic, you must reference at least four credible sources in your paper.

This research paper is an opportunity for you to choose a topic about which you are passionate and craft a research paper based on a strong thesis statement that makes a claim about this topic. We will focus on the aspects of a research paper, how to identify credible sources, and how to form a cohesive paper based on your research.

As we are trying to track your progress based on the same standards over time, we will utilize the school-wide rubric for Written and Oral Communication as well as the Accessing and Processing Information (competency) rubric. The Access/Process rubric will be used to assess your ability to identify credible sources and use the information appropriately in your paper. The communication rubric will be used to assess your written pieces as well as an oral presentation to the class highlighting your thesis, key findings/support, and conclusions. This will be a three- to five-minute presentation given in a format of your choice (Prezi, poster, PowerPoint, white board, etc.). 

Finally, you will complete a self-assessment of your work habits during research time, the development of your research skills, your ability to self-direct and the overall success of this project.

Recap of Requirements:

· Strong thesis statement

· At least 5 pages

· MLA in-text citations

· At least 4 credible sources are used

· Typed, double-spaced, size 12 font

· Oral Presentation

· Self-assessment

