College Writing – 1st Day Activity

Musical Memoir
You will write an essay that explores your favorite song. The review should tie closely to your personal experiences and associations with the music. You should be telling a story in which this particular piece of music plays some kind of role.
There are many different ways to find your own voice for this assignment, but here are some possible paths you may take:

Evaluate the musician’s view of the world. Examine how this view is similar to or different from your own.
Apply music to social and cultural context. Where and when did this music happen?
Question technique. What is the relationship between the sounds and the words?
Make connections; what old sounds do these new sounds evoke?

Notice truths in the music that most people wouldn’t notice.

Connect lyrics to music.

Peel back layers of identity. Who is the “singer?” Is this person the same as the character in the song?
Access personal memories you associate with the music. 
The purpose of this assignment is to introduce me to your writing style and voice. The assignment is due at the end of class without exception. If you finish early, peruse the sample essays.

If you feel stuck, take a look at a few samples:
http://www.mcsweeneys.net/columns/short-essays-on-favorite-songs-inspired-by-nick-hornbys-songbook
