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Accelerated College Writing

Course Description

Instruction will focus on elements of style, expository essays, and literary analysis. The workshop format of the coursework emphasizes the writing process and will help you grow as writers and as individuals. In addition, we will read a considerable amount of noteworthy models of good writing. 

Course Goals
By the end of this course, you will have mastered the following essential understandings:

1. Different types of writing are used to communicate ideas to a variety of audiences for a variety of purposes.

2. Research skills are used to make meaning from a variety of sources to answer questions and explore interests.

3. Culture affects the way language is used.

4. Rules of punctuation, capitalization, and usage must be applied for effective communication.

5. Correct sentence structure is necessary for effective communication.
6. Appropriate word choice improves communication.
7. Authors and readers are influenced by their individual, social, cultural and historical contexts.
8. Literary devices and conventions help to engage the reader in the text.

Texts
Mark Connelly’s The Sundance Reader (5th edition)

John Langan’s College Writing Skills with Readings (4th edition)

Heyworth & Liberman’s The Writing and Revision Stylebook
Lewis M. Paternoste & Ruth Frager-Stone Three Dimensions of Vocabulary Growth 
Literary works such as Shakespeare’s plays

Newspaper and magazine articles

Supplemental resources from the Internet and your own research
Assignment Genres
Narrative Autobiography 
Research Writing

Literary Analysis
Class Policies & Grading
See the “CRHS English Department Grading Policies and Procedures” handout for a complete outline.

In addition, this is a SENIOR elective—your behavior should reflect the fact that you are between seventeen and eighteen years old and should be able to act professionally in an academic setting. Individuals who prove unable to handle working on a computer will be asked to hand-write all assignments. Reasons for the revocation of computer privileges include but are not limited to inappropriate use of the Internet (content and timing) and the inability to stay focused on writing while using the computer. 

I work best when listening to music, and I understand if that is the case for you as well; HOWEVER, if you listen to music using a personal device, your device should be turned over if it does not reach all the way to your bag. Create a playlist so that you DO NOT have to change the music. Violations of this may also result in revocation of cell phone privileges.
I hope to foster a classroom of lifelong learners, dedicated to respecting and encouraging one another to attain personal goals as you develop good character traits and sound habits of mind.
