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Block B1
Welcome to sophomore English!  My goal for this year is for us to grow as a literary community and as individuals, academically and personally.

Classroom Expectations
1. RESPECT each other’s and my ideas and property.

a. DO NOT TEXT IN MY CLASSROOM. This is a sign of disrespect, and I will not tolerate it.
b. Watch your mouth. This includes telling people to “shut up!”

2. Take RESPONSIBILITY for your words and actions, as well as your materials for class. Come prepared and on time.

3. Exhibit KINDNESS towards your classmates and me. Rude and offensive behavior will not be tolerated.

4. Have COURAGE to push yourself to the best of your abilities while encouraging those around you to do the same.

5. Maintain HONESTY with yourself, your guardians, your classmates, and me.

Grading Policy

Your overall quarter grades will be based on total points.

Homework

It is very important that you complete your homework on time—late homework will not be counted.  Most homework will be worth from 2 to 5 points, but the reason for its completion goes beyond getting the points for it.  We will utilize homework in class on a regular, if not daily, basis.  For example, you might be asked to develop discussion questions as you read, rather than answer a packet of questions, so that we can discuss your questions in class the next day.  It is more “think”-work than “home”-work.


Class Work

Class work will range from independent assignments to group work to whole-class discussion.  We will complete assignments in class to further your vocabulary and grammar development as well as develop your understanding of what we are reading, discussing, etc.  At the A level, I expect all of you to be active participants in class discussions.


Tests & Quizzes

Throughout the quarter, we will have regular vocabulary quizzes, as well as quizzes and tests on whatever material we are covering, such as To Kill a Mockingbird.  These are purposeful measurements of how everyone is doing so that I can make sure you understand the material that is being covered.

Attendance and Make-Up Work
If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what you miss.  Be sure you have a buddy for notes we might have taken—you can also text the notes from the whiteboard if your friend is absent and your phone/email allows.  We will have handouts for you if applicable, which you can collect the day you come back.  Be aware that we have block scheduling, and do not wait until the day you have class again to find out what you missed.
Class meetings will be held to discuss issues surrounding learning, such as the effectiveness of our expectations and activities.

*STUDENTS AND PARENTS: Please fill out the index card, acknowledging your receipt and understanding of these policies.
